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Dear District 18 Constituents,
 
I would like to start by saying what an honor it is and has been to represent all of you my friends and neighbors. It 
has been a pleasure to hear from many of you sharing your questions and concerns. From day one I have instituted a 
policy that you should always hear back from my office within 24-48 to make sure your concerns are acknowledged 
and addressed. I really appreciate you guys working together with me as my extra eyes and ears to solve problems 
within our district. One thing that I would like to share with you is that I usually drive through entire district once a 
week to survey the district and look to see how things are going within our roads, parks, etc. and looking for ways to 
improve our services. It has also been a pleasure to meet many of you and visit your homes during some of my walk 
throughs within the district and I would like to thank you all for not being shy about sharing your concerns with me. I 
would also like for you to know that I do not take your questions or concerns lightly we work very hard to make sure 
they are addressed in an expeditious and top-notch manner. 

Many of you have personally reached out and shared your safety concerns. As I have told many of you Safety is one of 
my top priorities as I believe it is important and conducive to our families and neighborhoods thriving. I will continue 
to keep this as a top priority, and I will do my best to make sure the Sheriff’s Department has adequate funding to be 
able to help proactively facilitate and maintain a safe environment within Milwaukee County. Also, we are looking to 
make sure that the Sheriff’s Department is able to compassionately address situations that may arise due to the mental 
illness of certain individuals through our Crisis Assessment and Response Team (CART Team). We are also working 
to address our staffing issues pertaining to our correctional facilities by addressing their pay inadequacies. We have 
a great Sheriff in Earnell Lucas and his staff is nothing short of excellent. And I would like to commend them for all of 
their hard work. 

Meanwhile, I understand that these are trying times for many. Many of you have shared your concerns pertaining to 
new fees, fee increases, and tax increases. Some of you have also shared that simply put, you just can’t afford any new 
fees, fee increases, or tax increases. And I want you to know that I empathize with you and I will wholeheartedly do my 
best to make sure that I oppose any new fees, fee increases, or any tax increases. I would also like to encourage you to 
actively participate in the budget process, share your concerns with my colleagues as well. 

Lastly, we have some great things coming up with some of our Parks. Over this past year I have personally been out to 
look at many of your concerns with some of our Parks within the district. And I would like to let you know that I have 
been working very hard to make sure your concerns are addressed with the parks. We have a very good Parks Director 
in Guy Smith, and like me, he has a real passion for maintaining the beauty of our wonderful Milwaukee County Parks. 
Due to the pandemic our Parks have faced many challenges, but they are picking up the pieces and moving forward!

Finally, my mission has been and will continue to be, which is to move Milwaukee County District 18 forward from 
its past, to a brighter future, through strategic partnerships, proactive solutions, and community awareness. And my 
vision has been and still is to continue transforming Milwaukee County District 18 into one of the most prosperous 
districts in the state where constituents feel safe to purchase homes, start businesses, enjoy our parks, entertainment, 
and any family festivities.

Again, I am so grateful for all of you, know that my prayers are with each of you. I would like to encourage you to reach 
out to me with any questions, concerns, or ideas. And as we are approaching the Budget Season, please make sure 
you actively participate by sharing your questions, concerns, and ideas. 
 
Sincerely,
 

 
County Supervisor Russell Antonio Goodwin, Sr. 

18TH DISTRICT, MILWAUKEE COUNTY SUPERVISOR

Russell Antonio Goodwin, Sr.
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

Transportation, Public Works, and Transit, Chair • Personnel, Member
Health Equity, Human Needs and Strategic Planning, Member



Legislative Updates

Legislative Updates
• File: 21-761: The proposed resolution 
will organize the “Milwaukee County 
Basketball League” that will give youth 
constructive after school activities and  
allow the promotion of social services 
that is offered by Milwaukee County,  
the City of Milwaukee, and Milwaukee 
Public Schools.

• File 21-848: This resolution aims to 
address an Officer shortage in County 
correctional facilities by significantly in-
creasing pay across all Officer positions.

• File: 21-460: This resolution called 
upon the State of Wisconsin to ensure a 
racially equitable balance in transporta-
tion funding between expressways and 
mass transit.

• File: 21-399: A resolution authorizing 
the Department of Parks, Recreation, 
and Culture accept a donation from the 
Nancy Lieberman Foundation for a Sport 
Court in Sherman Park and authorizing an 
appropriation transfer of $141,000 from 
Org. Unit 1940-1945 Appropriation for 
Contingencies to an appropriate account 
within Org. Unit 9000 – Department of 
Parks, Recreation, and Culture for the 
purposes of preparing and upgrading the 
location for installation of the court.

• File: 21-240: A resolution commemo-
rating the life of Reverend C.T. Vivian, an 
influential civil rights activist, and declar-
ing July 30, C.T. Vivian Day in Milwaukee 
County.

• File: 21-238: This resolution com-
memorating the life of John Lewis, civil 
rights activist and congressman from 
the Georgia Fifth District, and declaring 
February 21, John Lewis Day in Milwau-
kee County.

• File: 21-237: A resolution commemo-
rating the life of Henry “Hank” Aaron, 
one of the greatest baseball players of 
all time, and declaring February 4, Hank 
Aaron Day in Milwaukee County.

To see my full voting record, go to CLIC, 
select “People” and find my name. If 
you have any questions, feel free to 
reach out!

Supervisor Goodwin Named Chair of the Transportation, 
Public Works, and Transit Committee
This past May I had the honorable pleasure of being named Chairman of the Transportation, 
Public Works and Transit Committee. This opportunity comes with new opportunities to better 
serve District 18 Constituents. My vision for the transportation, public works, and transit com-
mittee is to lead from the future with bold and innovative ideas and solutions to address the 
transportation and transit needs of our community.

Task Force Will Guide Spending of American Rescue 
Plan Act Funds
As a part of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), the U.S. Congress provided Milwaukee 
County with $183.6 million in federal funding. The county received half of its allocation in May 
2021, with the second half expected to be received in May 2022. Milwaukee County has until 
the end of 2024 to decide how to spend its ARPA funding. 

The Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution in July to create the ARPA 
Task Force, which will provide recommendations to the County Board on how to allocate these 
federal funds. The Task Force is also charged with creating a process to broadly engage the 
public and ensure diverse input from the community. 

U.S. Treasury Department guidance on allowable uses for the APRA funds include:
•  Supporting public health expenditures, such as COVID-19 mitigation efforts, medical ex-

penses, behavioral healthcare, and certain public health and safety staff; 
•  Addressing negative economic impacts caused by the public health emergency, including 

economic harms to workers, households, small businesses, impacted industries, and the 
public sector; 

•  Replacing lost public sector revenue, using this funding to provide government services to 
the extent of the reduction in revenue experienced due to the pandemic; 

•  Providing premium pay for essential workers, offering additional support to those who 
have borne and will bear the greatest health risks because of their service in critical infra-
structure sectors; and, 

•  Investing in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure, making necessary investments to 
improve access to clean drinking water, support vital wastewater and stormwater infrastruc-
ture, and to expand access to broadband internet. 

The ARPA funding Milwaukee County received will help the county’s recovery, but it is much 
less than the estimated $300 to $400 million Milwaukee County lost in revenue due to the  
COVID-19 pandemic. This funding is also a one-time infusion of cash and does not effectively 
address Milwaukee County’s long-term structural deficit. The imbalance will compel the Coun-
ty to dedicate a large portion of ARPA funds to recover costs incurred due to the pandemic.

Based on the Treasury Department’s guidance and Milwaukee County’s strategic plan, the 
ARPA Task Force unanimously approved a framework for recommending ARPA funding.  
The framework recommends that the County allocate 63% of ARPA dollars ($115,728,599) 
to revenue loss recovery, 20% ($36,739,238) to community support, 13% ($23,880,505) to 
COVID-19 mitigation, and 4% ($7,347,848) to fund administration.

6th District County Supervisor Shawn Rolland and former United Community Center Execu-
tive Director Ricardo Diaz serve as co-chairs of the ARPA Task Force. The Task Force has been 
meeting publicly since August and will continue to hold public meetings throughout the fall. 
The Task Force also plans to hold public hearings to solicit ideas and recommendations for 
ARPA funding from the community. 

Information on how to submit ideas to the ARPA Task Force can be found at county. 
milwaukee.gov/arpa.taskforce. Records of the ARPA Task Force, including meeting agen-
das, minutes, and archived videos of proceedings can be found at milwaukeecounty.legistar.
com/Calendar.



County Government

Task Force will Guide Spending of 
American Rescue Plan Act Funds
As a part of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), Congress pro-
vided Milwaukee County with $183.6 million in federal funding. 

The Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution 
in July to create the ARPA Task Force, which will provide recom-
mendations to the County Board on how to allocate these federal 
funds and create a public engagement process to ensure diverse 
community input. 

U.S. Treasury Department guidance on allowable uses for the 
APRA funds include:
• Supporting public health expenditures
•  Addressing negative economic impacts caused by the public 

health emergency
• Replacing lost public sector revenue
• Providing premium pay for essential workers
• Investing in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure

The ARPA funding Milwaukee County received will help the 
county’s recovery, but as a one-time infusion of cash it does 
not effectively address Milwaukee County’s long-term structural 
deficit. 

In September the ARPA Task Force unanimously approved a 
framework for recommending ARPA funding, recommending that 
the County allocate 63% of ARPA dollars to revenue loss recovery, 
20% to community support, 13% to COVID-19 mitigation, and 4% 
to fund administration.

6th District County Supervisor Shawn Rolland and former United 
Community Center Executive Director Ricardo Diaz serve as co-
chairs of the ARPA Task Force. The Task Force plans to hold public 
hearings through the fall and winter to solicit ideas and recom-
mendations for ARPA funding from the community. 

Information on how to submit ideas to the ARPA Task Force can be 
found at county.milwaukee.gov/arpa.taskforce.

Records of the ARPA Task Force, including meeting agendas,  
minutes, and archived videos of proceedings can be found at  
milwaukeecounty.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. 

COVID-19, Structural Deficit Make for 
Difficult 2022 County Budget
Setting and adopting a balanced budget is the most important task 
that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors take on each year. 
The process includes a presentation from the County Executive on the 
proposed budget, hours of meetings of the Finance Committee where 
numerous amendments are considered, a public hearing where the 
County Board hears from members of the community, and adoption of 
a finalized budget.

As a part of Milwaukee County’s declaration of racism as a public 
health crisis in 2019, this year’s proposed budget was developed using 
a racial equity lens and centered on three strategic focus areas: create 
intentional inclusion, bridge the gap, and invest in equity. Details on 
the county’s strategic focus areas can be found at county.milwaukee.
gov/EN/Vision.

Milwaukee County’s budget continues to be further complicated by 
an ongoing structural deficit caused by state revenue caps and the in-
creased cost of state mandated services. On average, county revenues 
grow by only 1% per year while expenses are expected to increase 
by 2.4%, the rate of inflation. The estimated operating budget gap for 
2022 is $20.3 million, and 2022 capital project requests exceeded 
available funding by $78 million.

Rising to the challenge of adopting a balanced budget each year, 
Milwaukee County has closed budget gaps of approximately $300 
million over the past decade. The county has done this by reducing its 
real estate footprint by 1.6 million square feet, reducing staff by 1,400 
employees, and deferring $35 million in maintenance, among other 
measures. This has unfortunately led to reductions in services county-
wide, including in our parks, busses, and public safety functions.

With no tools to compensate for increasing costs and added needs, 
the county’s financial cliff grows steeper. By 2027, Milwaukee County 
will have no local money to fund many of its priorities that are not 
state-mandated services. 

Milwaukee County will receive a total of $183 million in federal funds 
from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). The county received 
half of its allocation in May, with the other half expected in May 2022. 
ARPA will provide the county with a needed boost in funds to help 
recover from the pandemic, but the county’s actual revenue loss is 
estimated to be nearly double the amount received from ARPA. This 
one-time infusion of cash can only be used through 2024 and will not 
solve the county’s structural budget problem.

Milwaukee County continues to advocate for additional revenue  
options to fund local priorities. Governor Tony Evers included a 
proposal in his 2021-2023 state budget that would allow counties to 
raise their sales tax by .5% percent if approved by voters through a 
referendum process, but this proposal was not included in the  
adopted state budget.

The addition of local sales tax revenue would stabilize the county’s 
financial situation and give the county more options to fund local pri-
orities, protect services, and provide much needed property tax relief.

You can find out how to help solve Milwaukee County’s mounting 
budget issues by visiting moveforwardmke.com. 

county.milwaukee.gov/freedays

Get up-to-date information on FREE  
Milwaukee County Attractions at: 



Dretzka Park
•  Lift Station Rehabilitation (Design) 

The scope of the project includes replacement of the sanitary 
lift station at Dretzka Park, including replacement of the entire 
sanitary sewer force main (800 lineal feet). With respect to 
sustainability energy efficiency, new equipment will incorporate 
energy efficient and sustainable design as allowed by the 
building code for this installation, including energy efficient 
controls and pumps for the lift station. Parks is hoping to 
combine budget & impacts with the parking lot projects so 
there is one construction period.

•  Dretzka Park Parking and Stormwater Improvements (Design) 
The scope of work includes planning and design for replace-
ment of the Dretzka Golf Clubhouse parking lot. Storm water 
best management practices, green infrastructure, natural areas 
restoration and management shall be incorporated where appli-
cable. Lighting will be replaced with LED fixtures. The Asphaltic 
concrete may contain salvaged or reclaimed asphaltic mate-
rial. Additionally, the gravel base may include crushed stone, 
crushed gravel, crushed concrete, reclaimed asphaltic pave-
ment, reprocessed material, or blended material.

Hoping construction to begin in 2022 with installation of signage 
showing project map being installed this past summer. 

•  Dretzka Clubhouse

18th District Park Updates

The south section of the Oak Leaf Trail is due for restoration as 
degradation quality. Parks Department plan on will be seeded with a 
cover crop and erosion control grasses to establish cover and then all 
nature to do the rest.

Construction has begun to replace the Lindsay Park Playground. 
Construction progress of Lindsay Park Playground as of 9/28/2021.

Parks Regional Operations Manager Ramsey Radakovich, Trails 
Coordinator Jessica Wineberg, Supervisor Goodwin and Metro 
Mountain Bikers Marty Weigel discussing an extension of the Little 
Menomonee River Parkway - Mountain Bike Trail Extension.

Pictured is the Dretzka Clubhouse which was renovated in 2014 and 
includes an educational component. The top of the bar was created from 
a tree that had to be harvested due to the presence of Emerald Ash Borer. 

Oak Leaf Trail Reconstruction,  
Little Menomonee - Design
Project is expected to begin Fall 2021 - Spring 2022.

Lindsay Park Playground Replacement 

Vogel Playground Reconstruction - 
Design & Construction
The Parks department will be hoping to break ground before 
the winter but may need to hold until spring if they continue to 
experience material delays and/or conditions will not allow them to 
complete the project before freezing conditions.

Oak Hill - Mountain Bike Extension

Parks Online Capital Project Tracker 

For the current status of these and all Milwaukee County 
Parks Capital Projects please visit arcg.is/1n9eS80



Winter Weatherization Program

Wisconsin Weatherization Assistance Program provides energy 
conservation services in eligible households to help reduce home 
energy costs and save energy. Work performed often includes 
insulation, sealing air leaks, installation of energy-saving products, 
and repair or replacement of inefficient furnaces or other appliances. 

Who is eligible for this program?
To be eligible for this benefit program, you must be a resident of 
Wisconsin. Preference may be given to:
• People over 60 years of age
• Families with one or more members with a disability
• Families with children (in most states)

Under DOE guidelines, you are automatically eligible to receive 
weatherization assistance if you receive Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) or Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF).

To be eligible for this benefit program, you must also have an annual 
household income (before taxes) that is below 60 percent of the 
state median income:

Household Size* Maximum Income Level (Per Year)
1...............................$29,882
2...............................$39,076
3...............................$48,270
4...............................$57,464
5...............................$66,659
6...............................$75,853
7...............................$77,577
8...............................$79,301
* For households with more than eight people, add $1,724 per  
additional person

For more info on the Wisconsin Weatherization Assistance  
Program, go to: www.benefits.gov/benefit/1887

County Resources

Energy Assistance is Available Now
Through the Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program, qualified Milwaukee County residents receive a one-
time annual payment* to make your heating and electric bills more affordable! Make your money go further while 
keeping your home warm and your family safe. That’s something we can all feel good about.

You may also qualify for services like furnace repair, weatherization and crisis benefits.

*Funding covers a portion of energy costs; it is not intended to pay your entire energy bill. How much funding you receive depends on 
several factors, including your income, size of your home or apartment, and energy costs. (In most cases, the annual Energy Assistance 
monetary benefit will be paid directly to your energy supplier.)
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For legislative files, agendas, minutes and schedules for all  
Milwaukee County committee and board meetings, please visit  

the County Legislative Information Center at:

county.milwaukee.gov/CLIC

Key Government Contacts
COUNTY GOVERNMENT
Supervisor Russell Antonio Goodwin, Sr.  .............278-4259
County Executive David Crowley ............................278-4211
Parks ......................................................................257-7275
Transit ....................................................................937-3218
County Clerk ..........................................................278-4067
Sheriff ....................................................................278-4766
Register of Deeds ...................................................278-4021
Veterans Services ..................................................266-1234
Department on Aging .............................................289-6874
Clerk of Circuit Courts ............................................278-5362
Mental Health Crisis Hotline ...................................257-7222

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
City of Milwaukee Common Council .......................286-2221
Department of Public Works ..................................286-2489
Police (non-emergency) .........................................933-4444
Health Department .................................................286-3521
City Clerk ................................................................286-2221

STATE GOVERNMENT
Department of Financial Institutions .............. 608-261-9555
Department of Revenue, Individuals .............. 608-266-2486
Department of Revenue, Businesses .............. 608-266-2776
State Legislative Hotline ................................. 800-362-9472

OTHER
Rent Assistance, Community Advocates ................449-4777
WI Small Business Development Center ........ 608-263-7794

County Board Swearing In Ceremony

From Left to right: 13th District Supervisor Johnson Jr, 18th District 
Supervisor Goodwin Sr., 5th District Supervisor and Chairwoman 
Nicholson, 10th District Supervisor Coggs-Jones, and 7th District 
Supervisor Martin. 

IMPACT 2-1-1 is a central access point for people in need. During times of personal crisis or 
community disaster, the free, confidential helpline and online resource directory make it easy for 
residents to get connected to information and assistance. Simply dial 2-1-1. If you want detailed 
information please go to: www.impactinc.org/impact-2-1-1.

Free COVID-19 testing for anyone 12-months and 
older, regardless of symptoms. Drive-thru or walk-up. 

Northwest Health Center, 7630 W. Mill Road
Drive-thru garage – Enter at Mill Road Library, 6431 N. 76th St.

Southside Health Center, 1639 S. 23rd St.
Drive-thru heated tent in North parking lot - Enter on 24th St.

Milwaukee Community Testing Site,  
2401 W. St. Paul Ave. Drive-thru garage

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT ONLINE


